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far as they have not been altered by the pro-
visions of this Constitution, and so long as they
are not altered in the manner provided in
Article VII or Article LXXVIIL
7. RAILWAY AFFAIRS.
XLL Railways which are considered neces-
sary for the defence of Germany, or for the
sake of the common intercourse, may, by virtue
of an Imperial law, be constructed on account
of the Empire, even against the opposition of
the members of the Confederation whose terri-
tory is intersected by the railways, but without
prejudice to the prerogatives of any State.
Concessions to execute the works may also be
granted to private contractors, with the right
of expropriation.
Every existing railway board of direction is
bound to consent to the junction of newly
constructed railways at the expense of the
same.
The legal enactments which have granted a
right of veto to existing railway undertakings
against the construction of parallel or com-
peting lines are hereby, without prejudice to
rights already gained, repealed for the entire
Empire. Nor can such a right of veto be